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Mountain and hilly terrain in Japan are predominantly composed of landslide 
slopes of both recent and ancient origin that often induce slope instability 
problems. The author discusses the significance of the investigation on slope 
evolution processes to landslide disaster mitigation through some case 
studies.  Active landslides are often observed in and around sagging (mass 
rock creep) slopes and rock slide slopes of larger scale. Progressive slope 
evolution models from sagging or primary rock slides to smaller landslides 
that are common in the landslide-prone geological zones in Japan are 
important for the identification of unstable slopes and the assessment of 
hazard levels. Slope evolution processes of an engineering project site such 
as dam or road construction and its surrounding area can be formulated from 
air-photo interpretation and underground geological exploration data. They 
contribute to basic designing of landslide remedial works. A retrogressive  
landslide slope evolution case induced by river cutting is presented as an 
example. 
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