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Profe r le an K -ar. Id died uddenly in h' 0 I

on 19th Janllary 199 . For lhe whole 0 hi indu trioll
worldll If . h 1 a a odaled with the dam i ki 1'i =

Iliv r it)' in POZI1Q1;. Here. he gained n'ide promin 11 a a
i lIti t. I a 'h r "d adminislralOJ: Pro or KOI r. ki

comm n d hi' geographical wdles in 1950. Ith the
slIbmi ion of a th i milled., Rec ion 0 th I (i 
. he I rom Ihe northern parI 0 the Gnlezno PI i to . 11

Plot all and th formal ion oftlze ice-marginal 1 all 0 Ih
ri er. ot' and Warla ", Profe or Kozar Id wa award d
III d re ofDoctor of atural Science. He obt In d hi
po (-do toral degree on the ba I ofa dissertation on .. The
probl m 0 ch outjlo ); ay oJ 1 ate,. from the' tern part
of th ot'-Warta Pradolina" 1965). In 1967, Profi or
Kozat: Id/ound d ch DepartmentojGeomorphologya part
ofth in tilufe ojGeography and has been its Head riuht Lip
to hi death. Thi became the Quaternary Resean'h In Ifllll
in 19 1. In 1972, ProJe or Kozars!d becam Cl i tant
prof. or and in 1978. he became full profes or of

eographical 'fences.
Mo to/his re 'earch concerned the geomorphology of NW Poland and the adjacent area ofth

former Ea t G rmany but, as a participant in variou 'denlifi expeditions. he also explored tll
for, land and marginal zones ojthe Sidujokull gla -i r in I eland and the Hans, Gas and Weren kiold
gla i r in Spit bergen. He investigated the subtropi 'al kar. I ar a. ofsouth-east China, where hi
int 1" t also included glacial and periglacial probl 111 .

A re i w ofProfe or Kozarski s scientiji 1 ork readil . hows ho diverse his intere 1 were.
Hi gn at t a hi em nts' ere undoubtedl in the anal i ofPI Llo ene and modern glaciallandform
and proe . Among the problems he studied)1 1i Iho e 0 ub la ial channel. pradolina and
drainage terns ofi e- heel kames, the development 0/ice- ored morain£s deglaciation meehan' m. ,
depositional model ofthe melting VLStulian ice- heel and the marginal form associat d ,.,.1Ih it. H
ft qu ntl',. turned 10 Ihe theme ojthe genesi ofend morain and. in this l ork repeated!. emphasised
th 1'01 ofthe ie heel ;n theformation ofglaciotectoni di, turbances.

/n y, p et that glacial problems are 10 I. ,., lated to Iho eo th periglacial environment, he
wa particularly aUracled 10 fossil dunes, perigla 'al d po il and the geomorplrological trace. 0

p ri La ialpro e e in 'oung glacial areas. He al o;n agal d the orientedpermafrost depre iOI
wlli h are present in (he proximal parts ofan outwash plain, where ngenetic permafro t depn ion.
had 01" ad m Ited. Hi explanation of thes femur Ha ba ed upon comparati1 e tudi of
contempora land/orms in Spltsbergen. These ideas \'ere laler extended to related phenomena in
G,., at Britain, Denmark and GenllOl1 . Pr, '.fi or Kozar Ifi olLSidered that the pr, ence offro t
tnlclur and Ihe geomorphological traces ofperigla ialpro e proved Ih exi ten oflong-term

p rmafli 1 in the G mlQno-Polish Lm land as re eml . Ih Late lstulian.
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The main Ihrusl ofhis invesligalions imo aeoliaJl landforms mId deposils was direcled lowards
an underslanding ofIhe slraligraphy and chronology ofaeolian dunes and cover sands. He was Ihe
first in Poland to allemp' to delermine dune sand age based on palynological analysis ofthe terrace
levels al which aeolianfonns occur. He was also Ihefirsl in Poland to use SEM techniques in quart::
grain surface texlure analysis. After a period ofresearch aimedat Ihe recolI.Ilruclion ofthe ouiflows of
jluvioglacial andj1uvioperiglacial waler, Professor Kozarskifocused then on studies ofvarialions in
river drainage patterns. His investigations in the central pan ofthe Warta basin revealed that braided
stream .lYSlems hod changed i",o meanden"ngforms and that the changes in Ihe planar geometry of
the meanders were the resull ofclimatic changes in the Late Vistulian and Holocene. He published a
synopsis oflhe Vislulian ofthe Wielkopolska Lowland which extended"is chronostraligraphic diagram
oflhis cold terrace across the whole ofnorth-weslern Europe.

One of Ihe mOSI slriking features of Professor Ko;:arski s huge number ofpublicaliollS - 265
works in lotal- "'os his inlerrJisciplinary approach 10 problem so/l'ing, He repeatedly emphasised Ihat
one could notjully explain el-'eIllS in Ihe geological past ",ilhoul such an approach.

At Ihe Adam Mickie",icz University. Professor Ko;:arski was an inspiring leacher and was
appointed visiting professor at 110 less than 28 foreign universilies. He presenled many papers at
various conferences bOlh in Poland and abroad_ He appreciated Ihe need to preselll the scholastic
achievements ofthe Pozna,j geographical community olllhe intemalional scene and, to this end. he
founded, and became Editor of .. Quaestiones Geographicae" alld .. Quaternaf)' Studies i" Poland ".
He often served as member of the editorial boards ofseveral Polish and foreign journals, among
others: "Czasopismo Geograficzne" (since 1974), "Zeitschrififiir Geomorphologie" (since 1987),
"Springer Series in Physical Environment" (since 1986).

The medals awarded by foreign universilies are an expression of the recognition of Professor
Kozarski sachievements. These include Medal ofUnil'ersite de Liege. Bronze Medal ofMartin-Lwher
Universitat - Halle/Wittenberg and Lajos Loczy Medal oflhe Hungarian Scielllific Society. Professor
Kozarski was appoillled member o/the New York Academy ofScie11ces (/980). Dewsche Akademie
des Naturforscher Leopoldina (1987). Polish Academyo/Sciences (/989) and Polish Academy 0/Arts
and Sciences (/994). He had close ties with the Polish Academy o/Sciences and served 011 various
commiuees. including the Committee ofGeographical Sciences. the QLlatemOlY Research Committee,
the Research Commirree 011

Peace. the SCiemific Council ofthe Institute ofGeography alld Spatial Developmem, He was a
member o/the Poznan Learned Society, Polish Geological Society alld Polish Geographical Society.
In 1982 he organized the Geomorphology Commission and was its president till 1991. In 199/ Professor
Kozarskifounded the Association ofPolish Geomorphologists and had been its president till his death.
He was co..,[ounder ofthe International Association ofGeomorphologists and had bee" the National
Delegate si11ce 1985.

Professor Stefan Ko:zarski s intense Scientific. didactic and organisational activity has been a
significant and lasting contribution 10 the growth of the Poznan geomorphological centre. In him,
Polish geomorphology has lost an eminent scientist ofworld renown. We. his closest associates, have
10.'11 a great SCientific and moral authOrity as well as a troe, reliable friend.

Editorial Board
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